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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Office  of  Surface  Mining  Reclamation  and 
Enforcement 

[30  CFR  Chapter  VII] 

SURFACE  COAL  MINING  AND  RECLAMATION 
OPERATIONS  PERMANENT  REGULATORY 
PROGRAM 

AGENCY:  Office  of  Surface  Mining 
Reclamation  and  Enforcement  (OSM), 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.C.  20240. 

ACTION:  Notice  that  OSM  is  reopen¬ 
ing  the  administrative  record  for  the 
national  permanent  program  regula¬ 
tions. 

SUMMARY:  A  catalogue  of  all  oral 
and  written  contacts  between  the 
Council  of  Economic  Advisors  (CEA), 
and  parties  outside  the  Executive 
Office  of  the  President  is  being  insert¬ 
ed  in  the  administrative  record  in 
order  that  the  Secretary  and  OSM 
may  consult  with  CEA  regarding  the 
proposed  rules.  OSM  is  requesting 
comments  on  such  contacts. 

DATES:  Comments  must  be  received 
by  January  22,  1979,  at  the  addresses 
below  by  no  later  than  5  P.M. 

ADDRESSES:  Written  comments 

must  be  mailed  to:  Office  of  Surface 
Mining,  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interi¬ 
or,  P.O.  Box  7267,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Station,  Washington,  D.C.  20044;  or  be 
hand  delivered  to:  Office  of  Surface 
Mining,  Room  120,  U.S.  Department 
of  the  Interior,  South  Building,  1951 
Constitution  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washing¬ 
ton.  D.C.  20240. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Ron  Drake,  Special  Assistant  to  the 
Director,  Office  of  Surface  Mining, 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.C.  20240,  (202)  343- 
5371. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
On  September  18,  1978,  OSM  proposed 


rules  to  implement  a  nationwide  per¬ 
manent  program  for  the  regulation  of 
surface  and  underground  coal  mining 
operations  by  the  states  and  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government  as  required  by  the 
Surface  Mining  Control  and  Reclama¬ 
tion  Act  of  1977  (SMCRA).  43  FR 
41661-41940.  After  receiving  extensive 
comments,  including  comments  from 
CEA,  as  a  member  of  the  Regulatory 
Analysis  Review  Group,  the  adminis¬ 
trative  record  was  closed  on  November 
27. 1978. 

As  part  of  the  process  for  review  of 
the  proposed  regulations  and  CEA’s 
comments  thereon,  the  Secretary,  pur¬ 
suant  to  Executive  Order  12044  and 
after  consultation  with  the  Executive 
Office  of  the  President,  and  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Justice,  Office  of  Legal 
Counsel,  has  decided  to  consult  with 
CEA  prior  to  promulgation  of  final 
regulations.  This  will  assure  that  the 
final  rules  now  under  consideration 
will  strike  the  proper  balance  between 
protection  of  the  environment  and  ag¬ 
ricultural  productivity  and  the  Na¬ 
tion’s  need  for  coal  as  an  essential 
source  of  energy.  See:  Section  102(f)  of 
SMCRA. 

To  allow  the  public  to  participate  in 
the  informal  rulemaking  proceeding  at 
this  stage.  OSM  is  reopening  its  ad¬ 
ministrative  record  to  solicit  and  re¬ 
ceive  comments  related  to  the  nature 
and  substance  of  contacts  which  have 
occurred  between  CEA  and  any  parties 
outside  the  Executive  Office  of  the 
President,  subsequent  to  publication 
of  the  proposed  OSM  regulations  on 
September  18,  1978.  43  FR  41661- 
41940.  In  this  regard,  the  CEA  cata¬ 
logue  of  those  contacts  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  rules,  is  available  for  public  in¬ 
spection  and  comment  between  8:00 
A.M.  and  4:30  P.M.  on  all  days  during 
the  comment  period  at: 

Office  of  Surface  Mining,  Room  120, 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior, 

South  Building,  1951  Constitution 

Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 

20240. 

The  CEA  catalogue  of  contacts  on 


/ 


the  proposed  rules  is  also  available  for 
public  inspection  between  8:00  A.M. 
and  4:30  P.M.  on  normal  business  days 
at  the  following  Regional  Offices: 

OSM  Region  I,  First  Floor;  Thomas 
Hill  Building,  950  Kanawha  Boule¬ 
vard,  East,  Charleston,  W.  Va.  25301, 
(304)  342-8125. 

OSM  Region  II,  530  Gay  Street,  S.W., 
Suite  500,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  37902, 
(615)  637-8060. 

OSM  Region  III,  Federal  Building, 
U.S.  Courthouse,  46  East  Ohio 
Street,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  46204, 
(317)  269-2609. 

OSM  Region  IV,  601  East  12th  Street, 
Room  1768,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  64116, 
(816) 374-5162. 

OSM  Region  V,  Post  Office  Building 
1832,  Stout  Street,  Denver,  Colo. 
80205,  (303)  837-5511. 

Written  comments  on  such  contacts 
must  be  received  by  5  p.m.  on  January 
22,  1979.  Comments  received  after  that 
hour  will  not  be  considered  or  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  administrative  record  for 
this  rulemaking.  Portions  of  the  cata¬ 
logue  duplicate  information  in  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  record  or  present  infor¬ 
mation  in  the  administrative  record  in 
a  different  format.  Public  comments 
may  be  addressed  to  the  substance  of 
the  information  contained  in  the  cata¬ 
logue,  and  the  relationship  of  the 
catalogue  to  the  proposed  regulations 
and  CEA’s  comments  received  on  No¬ 
vember  27,  1978,  on  OSM’s  proposed 
regulations. 

A  meeting  has  been  scheduled  be¬ 
tween  the  Department  and  CEA  for 
January  5,  1979,  to  discuss  CEA’s  com¬ 
ments  in  relation  to  the  final  rules 
contemplated  by  the  Department.  In 
addition,  other  meetings  and  contacts 
may  be  scheduled  with  CEA,  as  appro¬ 
priate. 

Dated;  January  3, 1979. 

Joan  Davenport, 
Assistant  Secretary, 
Energy  and  Minerals. 
[FR  Doc.  79-600  Filed  1-3-79;  3:12  pm] 
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Advance  Orders  are  now  Being  Accepted  for  Delivery  in  About  6  Weeks 

CODE  OF  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS 

(Revised  as  of  July  1,  1978) 

Quantity  Volume  Price  Amount 

_  Title  28— Judicial  Administration 

_  Title  29— Labor 

(Parts  0  to  499) 

_  Title  32— National  Defense 

(Part  1600  to  End) 

_  Title  37— Patents,  Trademarks,  and  Copyright 

_  Title  41— Public  Contracts  and  Property 

Management 
(Chapter  7) 

Total  Order  $ _ 


$4.50  $ _ 

6.25  _ 

3.00  _ 

4.00  _ 

2.75  '  _ 


[A  Cumulative  checklist  ofCFR  issuances  for  1978  appears  in  the  first  issue 
of  the  Federal  Register  each  month  under  Title  1.  In  addition,  a  checklist 
of  current  CFR  volumes,  comprising  a  complete  CFR  set,  appears  each 
month  in  the  LSA  (List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected )] 
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